
 
 

 

 

 

2026 MWFC TIER 2 CLUB DEVELOPMENT TEAMS FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS… 
 
TEAMS & SELECTION 
 
If I don’t trial for a spot in an Academy team, can I still play for Mackay Wanderers FC in 2026? 
Absolutely!   
Anyone who currently plays/played/wants to play for Mackay Wanderers FC but hasn’t or doesn’t 
want to trial for a spot in an Academy team will still be able to register and play for Mackay Wanderers 
FC. 
 
What if I don’t get selected in an Academy team? Where will I play? Can I still play for Mackay 
Wanderers? 
Anyone who does not get selected in an Academy team will play for Mackay Wanderers FC will still 
register and play for Mackay Wanderers FC in a Pre-Academy (Wallabies, Divisional 
 

Are the Academy teams extra to their normal team?  

The MWFC Academy team will be their club team.   

The SAP (U9 – U12) Academy teams will play and train together as a team in the Kangaroos 
competition in their respective age group on a Saturday.  

The Youth (U13 – U18) Academy teams will play and train together as a team in the FQPL division in 
their respective age group.  

If so, will there be extra try outs for normal u13 teams at the beginning of next year? There will be 2 
further trials in January 2026 for new players to the club/ town. 

What does being selected to the Academy team entail next year? 
 
Being selected in the Academy team next year entails  

• extra weekly commitment to training – SAP (U9 -U12) twice per week, YOUTH (U13 – U18) three 
times per week (players selected in FQA will train as per agreement made with players and FQ) 

• the only opportunity to train and play on a weekly basis as a team 
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• only club in Mackay that will have an FQ invitation to travel away to at least one carnival to play 
other Tier 2 Club development teams, 

 
Academy players & FQPL players will receive feedback 2-3 times per year.  Goals will be set for the 
individual and a report given.  
 
Pre- Academy/Academy – SAP (U9 – U12) – team allocation through trial selection process and 
meeting agreed expectations 
 
 
Will I be in the same team as I was in 2025?   
MINIROOS players (U5 – U8) in 2026 will be in the same team as 2025 with minimal changes which 
may be due to an increase in player numbers required on the field, or players leaving or new to the 
club.  
SAP (U9 – U12) in 2026 may not necessarily be in the same team as they were in 2025.   
YOUTH (U13 – U17) in 2026 may not necessarily be in the same team as they were in 2025. 
SENIOR (18+) in 2026 may not necessarily be in the same team as they were in 2025. 
 
Can the academy be in addition to the FQ soccer academy or is it either one or the other as such?  
Yes! The Mackay Wanderers FC’s academy can be in addition to the FQ Academy. 
 
Can girls play in a boy’s (mixed) team?  
As part of the club’s Tier 2 Club Development with FQ, we are committed to Girls only team 
development. However, girls will be able to play with the boys in a mixed competition, but this will be 
in addition to playing in their team. 
 
TERMINOLOGY 
 
What do the terms Academy, Pre-Academy, FQPL, Division, Kangaroos, Wallabies mean? 
In line with FQ’s competition structure, players will be graded into teams to compete in the different 
competitions to enable and ensure all players have the best experience.  
  
Players may move in and out of the different competition levels during different stages of their 
development as a player. 
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As a club we will be focusing on making ALL players the best they can be as individuals. The 
curriculum or program delivered will be based on the capability of the individual.   
 
FQPL/DIVISION – YOUTH (U13 – 17) & SENIOR MEN & WOMEN (18+) –  
 
FQ WC competition - Kangaroos/Wallabies –– (U9 – U12) teams will be nominated in either the 
Kangaroos or Wallabies competition division 
 
FQ WC competition – FQPL/Division – (U13 – 18+) teams will be nominated in the FQPL & Divisional 
competitions depending on the team’s playing level and ability. 
 
 
COACHING 
 
Will I still get good quality coaching if I am not in an Academy team?  
All players will receive good quality coaching regardless of whether they are in an Academy team or 
not.   
All Coaches will be appropriately qualified for the team they are coaching and supported by the 
Director of Coaching & the Coaching Coordinator.   
 
Additionally, coaches will be supported to continue their development as a coach to ensure that they 
are able to deliver quality coaching sessions and are developing the players both on and off the pitch.  
 
All coaches coaching any team at Mackay Wanderers FC will be following the same program.  
 
As part of the Tier 2 Club Development additional opportunities and resources will be provided to 
coaches by FQ also. 
 
COMPETITIONS 
 
What competitions would the academy be competing in?  
The Academy will be invited to compete in competitions with other FQ Tier 2 Development committed 
clubs in Queensland.  At this stage one is in the stages of being locked in with other opportunities 
being discussed and finalised. 
Mackay Wanderers FC are also currently in talks with two other Tier 2 Development clubs for some 
invitational games between our clubs. 
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TRAINING & PROGRAM 
 
When would the training be on and how is it being run?  
WHEN: Training for Academy teams will be in addition to weekly club training.   
Academy teams for SAP (U9 – U12) would be expected to train two times per week, Youth (U13 – U18) 
Academy teams would be expected to train three times per week.   
 
HOW: The MWFC Academy teams will TRAIN and PLAY together as a team, e.g. U9 Academy Boys 
would train and play together, U9 Pre- Academy (Club) would train and play together and so on. 
 
If a player has been selected in the FQ Academy as well as the Mackay Wanderers FC Academy, the 
training would be negotiated on a case-by-case basis. 
 

How does it differ from FQ or other club's academy programs?  

Mackay Wanderers FC’s Academy program will follow a program like the FQ Academy. All coaches 
will be appropriately qualified for the age group/team they are coaching.  Players will be given regular 
individualised feedback. 

Mackay Wanderers FC players selected in the Pre- Academy teams will also follow a similar program, 
which will ensure that ALL players have the opportunity to play, develop and enjoy the game. Pre-
Academy teams will train once per week but will be offered clinics throughout the year as extras.  

As a Tier 2 Club Development club, MWFC will be focused on developing players both on and off the 
field. The desired outcome is for players to enjoy the game, develop and play as a team as well as 
player growth on and off the field. 
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COST: 

How much will it cost in 2026?  
 
TOTAL Registration fees in 2026 will be as follows: 

• MINIROOS (U5 – U8) $305 
• SAP (U9 – U12) $320 
• YOUTH (U13 – U17) $335 
• SENIOR (18+) $435 
 

These fees are inclusive of: 
• Football Australia fee (paid in Play Football), 
• Football Queensland fee (paid in Squadi) 
• Club fee (paid in Squadi) 

 
No additional fees will be added on for Academy players in 2026 (excludes travel)  
*Travel to any competitions/carnivals will be an additional fee to players (the club will endeavour to 
seek sponsorship to subsidise these costs) 
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